
LB 958N arch 1 , 1 9 8 8

C LERK: 958 by Senators Smith, Hartnett and Scofield. tRead
title. ) Introduced in J anuary, referred to Urban Affairs,
advanced to General File. I have no amendments to the bill.

PRESIDENT: Senator Smith, please.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Nr. Chairman. Members of the b ody,
LB 958 would amend Section 18-1214 which already authorizes the
wheel t a x t o pr ov i d e m ore f l ex i b i l i t y i n t hi s a l t er na t e revenue
source as a means to affect property tax relief. Tha bill would
expand the types of street related activities that can be funded
by a wheel tax. Present law does not authorize the use of such
wheel tax funds for the improvements of res idential streets,
maintenance or related equipment purchases. It does not expand
taxing authority, but it vould provide city councils and village
boards flexibility by authorizing funds derived from the w hee)
tax to be us e d in su ch things as constructing, resurfacing,
maintenance, or improving streets, roads, alleys, public ways or
parts thereof. It is important to remember that t he City of
Lincoln and Omaha already have such broad-based authority in the
use of their funds from the wheel tax, and other municipalities
simply desire that same capability. There is no fiscal i mpact
to the b i ll, of course, and I urge your support for the bill.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Th a n k y ou . Sena t o r Va r d J o h nson, p l e a s e .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Nr. President, members of the L egisla t u r e ,
I h a v e be e n t r y i n g t o rea d t h e se b i l l s f a i r l y qu i c k l y , a s t he y
are coming up, so I can understand them and make a c omment or
not, or at least have a halfway knovledge of a vote on them. I
was reading LB 958 and I noticed it was expanding the wheel tax
authority, and I thou ght t hat Omahans get pretty bent out of
shape, from time to time, about the wheal tax. A nd I thought
maybe it wouldn't be a good thing to do. But then Senator Smith
explained that this pa rticular expansion of authority already
exists for Omaha and Lincoln, and this b i ll on ly ap plies t o
cities other th an Omaha and Lincoln. Is that correct, Senator
Smith?

PRESIDENT: Just a moment until we turn you on, Senator Smith.
N ov respond, p l e a s e .

SENATOR SMITH: Yes, tha t is correct, Senator Johnson. The
thing of it is that, for instance, Hastings already has a wheel
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